School Uniform Policy

Overview

Ensuring students attend school dressed smartly in school uniform is the foundation for high
standards in other aspects of school life, including a positive work ethic and conduct in and around
school. The school uniform at MCS was co-designed by students, families, staff, governors and others.
It is an indication of belonging to our school community, of being ready to learn, and furthermore acts
as an identifier for safeguarding purposes.

We understand that for families, purchasing uniform and ensuring a child arrives at school dressed
appropriately can be a stressful time. Our uniform guide is designed to support families with the
process by outlining our expectations, which in turn will help families understand what is expected of
their child when the academic year begins in September.

Our intention is to ensure that students look smart, but not at undue expense for families. We have
ensured as a school that the cost of our uniform is both affordable and of good quality. Although all
items apart from the school tie can either be purchased from our supplier or other retailers such as
supermarkets, we are confident that items such as the branded blazer represent excellent value
compared to generic alternatives that are available.

We hope this uniform guide provides both students and families with clarity around our uniform
expectations. We have the highest expectations of our students and throughout the academic year,
students should expect to be challenged by staff where they fail to meet our expectations with regard
to school uniform.

The school retains a selection of shoes, ties, blazers, trousers and shorts in our Ready To Learn
provision. Where a pupil fails to attend school in the correct uniform, they will be required to
exchange the item and borrow our uniform. Therefore, we really appreciate your support in advance
by checking that your child is dressed appropriately for school.

The school reserves the right to confiscate any items (for example, hoodies and inappropriate
jewellery) that do not conform to the school’s expectations with regards to uniform. These items will
be stored safely and returned to the individual at an appropriate time by a designated member of
staff.

Grants to support families with the purchase of school uniform are available on an annual basis. Please
click this link for further information.
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https://gov.wales/pupil-development-grant-access

Main uniform — please refer to Monkhouse website for images

Navy blue badged blazer

Light blue shirt OR light blue blouse

Tailored mid grey trousers OR mid grey tailored shorts
School tie

Black or grey ankle socks, OR plain black or natural tights
Black leather polishable or patent shoes (4cm max. heel)
Badged jumper (optional)

NoukwNeE

Blazers must be worn, except in classrooms, when they may be removed.
e Shirts must be tucked in, and top buttons must be done up.
® Trousers must reach the top of the shoe; shorts must reach the knee.

PE uniform — please refer to Monkhouse website for images

1. Navy blue badged T shirt OR badged PE top

2. Navy blue plain shorts OR skort OR leggings

3. Navy blue plain sport socks

4. Badged PE mid layer (optional)
Suppliers

All branded items and generic items are available from Monkhouse, our main suppliers. Monkhouse
offer a delivery service to school free of charge, for students to collect from the Ready To Learn room.
Alternatively families may choose to have uniform orders delivered to their home address. Black
Mountain is an alternative supplier that also stocks our uniform, and has a shop in Ross on Wye.

Families are also welcome to purchase generic items from other retailers as long as they are an exact
style and colour match to the MCS uniform. The following pages contain images and links to some
alternatives:

Shirts: ASDA BOYS ASDA GIRLS M&S BOYS M&S GIRLS NEXT BOYS NEXT GIRLS

As with all generic uniform items, families are welcome to purchase items from any retailer so long as
they are a colour and style match to the below.

We have responded to student feedback in order to provide a choice of trouser styles depending on
individual preference. For clarity, no jeans, joggers or leggings will be permitted.
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https://www.monkhouse.com/school/monmouth-comprehensive-school-urn-401860-id-371936
https://www.monkhouse.com/school/monmouth-comprehensive-school-urn-401860-id-371936
https://www.monkhouse.com/school/monmouth-comprehensive-school-urn-401860-id-371936
https://direct.asda.com/george/school/boys-school-shirts/boys-light-blue-long-sleeve-school-shirt-5-pack/G007508104,default,pd.html?redirectFromInt=1&srsltid=AfmBOor_GnscUnv5YfYIULYS9RpQTsmsxLzwv4l7mYAC33_zLSKLhgSt_E4
https://direct.asda.com/george/school/shirts-blouses/light-blue-short-sleeve-girls-school-shirt-5-pack/GEM990003-23536,default,pd.html?clr=Light+Blue
https://www.marksandspencer.com/3-pack-boys-regular-fit-easy-to-iron-shirts/p/clp60098208#intid=pid_pg1pip13g4r3c2%7Cprodflag_submsg-From%20%C2%A33.33%20per%20item
https://www.marksandspencer.com/3-pack-girls-regular-fit-easy-to-iron-blouses/p/clp60098370#intid=crosssell_joinedline_T766024_P60098368
https://www.next.co.uk/style/st824719/160945#160945
https://www.next.co.uk/style/st449147/d79793#d79793

Item visual

Link to retailer

ASDA trousers

M and S trousers

Monkhouse trousers

Monkhouse trousers
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M&S trousers
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https://direct.asda.com/george/school/trousers/grey-regular-leg-boys-school-trousers-2-pack/GEM957156-99584,default,pd.html?clr=Grey
file:///C:/Users/mon.hhutchison/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-5dce016a-ed01-4680-9a1f-fa730434b4e1/68dfd835c1c9ed7d64437d062fd37696ca4ff1bda47d2bcc539da560ee5b88dc/M%20and%20S%20trousers
https://www.monkhouse.com/plain-school-uniform/girls/girls-trousers
https://www.monkhouse.com/plain-school-uniform/girls/girls-trousers
https://www.marksandspencer.com/straight-leg-trousers-with-stretch/p/clp60748276?color=CHARCOAL&extid=ps_ps-pla-pmax_ggl_ww_ch__-_UK_-_-_bau&cq_src=google_ads&cq_cmp=20011577753&cq_con=&cq_term=&cq_med=pla&cq_plac=&cq_net=x&cq_plt=gp&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20014443268&gbraid=0AAAAAD7g6bRb8zSK8dlwixW3f_xUYH8e-&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIp6ezv7eLlQMVBpJQBh1c8jeLEAQYByABEgIMAfD_BwE

Trutex trousers

Sainsburys trousers

ASDA trousers

New Look trousers

Next wide leqg trousers
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https://www.trutex.com/senior-girls-fit-tailored-tapered-leg-school-trousers-graphite?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22451907529&gbraid=0AAAAAC0OYOgWQNduBE1UOxjmW2hV2SBbE&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIreKa27iLlQMVrI5QBh2HVyjEEAQYAyABEgKErvD_BwE#189=136
https://tuclothing.sainsburys.co.uk/product/tuc146028217?utm_source=google&utm_medium=free_listing&utm_campaign=merchant_center
https://direct.asda.com/george/school/trousers/grey-slim-fit-woven-girls-school-trousers-2-pack/G008272331,default,pd.html?redirectFromInt=1&srsltid=AfmBOoowR18bMb_tGH5raxlMj2u3NeMo9vePbBetB-iuaus_RoV6KdFUlU8
https://www.newlook.com/uk/girls/girls-clothing/girls-trousers/girls-grey-seam-detail-ponte-flare-trousers/p/948956204?extcam=UK_PPC_PLA_Designer_Core__Google_MT__DV_c_CID_1930161284_AGID_188396156130&ppccam=PLA_NW_g_LOC_1007420_DM__TID_pla-2500516466354&ppcfeed=FIID__PRID_9489571&_cclid=Google_EAIaIQobChMI9aWBoryLlQMVd56DBx0hWRp4EAQYAiABEgKsXvD_BwE&gad_source=4&gad_campaignid=1930161284&gbraid=0AAAAAD2UatOVM2dxry_EE6Va4jCHK2a_H&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI9aWBoryLlQMVd56DBx0hWRp4EAQYAiABEgKsXvD_BwE
https://www.next.co.uk/style/st986955/am6558?gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22723965991&gbraid=0AAAAADm_5UU8xPoivddxXGIwQwdRWO5sX&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIts3lsvOSlQMVEZZQBh1UdQuzEAkYAiABEgIBWvD_BwE

Next shorts

John Lewis shorts

Monkhouse shorts

Please note that MCS uniform is gender neutral in line with Welsh Government requirements although
retailers sometimes refer to ‘boys’ and ‘girls’ uniform.

Please check generic items against pictures on the Monkhouse website to ensure that they match, as
items that do not match will not be permitted and could incur additional costs for families.

Other styles and/or colours from other retailers are not acceptable uniform (e.g. the blue for PE shorts
is a navy blue, not royal blue or mid blue; trousers and tailored shorts must be mid grey, not black).
No visible logos are permitted. If in doubt, please enquire with us before purchasing.
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https://www.next.co.uk/style/st255109/597618?gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=4&gad_campaignid=22723965964&gbraid=0AAAAADm_5UUG8sLZKqV1xXmehZJU8Ng-k&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI6ZqXtr-LlQMVOIhQBh34mT2zEAQYASABEgIL3fD_BwE
https://www.johnlewis.com/john-lewis-girls-adjustable-waist-city-school-shorts/grey/p5565575?size=13%20years&s_ppc=2dx_mixed_fashion_BAU&tmad=c&tmcampid=2&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=4&gad_campaignid=20155424537&gbraid=0AAAAAD2el1wfRwtbNtxKn4GYncfbQSZI_&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI6ZqXtr-LlQMVOIhQBh34mT2zEAQYICABEgKiq_D_BwE
https://www.monkhouse.com/banner-bermuda-shorts-10000000181gy

School shoes
We hope that the following is a helpful guide:

School shoes must be plain — no obvious logos, tags etc.

Shoes must be entirely black.

Shoes must be leather or leather-look, which is polishable or patent

No boots

No open-toed shoes

No suede, canvas etc. as these types of footwear are less robust and less waterproof.

Some sports brands offer shoe-like footwear as part of their range. Whilst we cannot list every
model of footwear that is or is not appropriate, we are aware that models such as black
leather Nike Air Force 1 are popular. If this particular model is bought then the silver tag at
the front must be removed, and the shoe should be polished.

® As with any aspect of school uniform, please ask for advice before purchasing if in any doubt
e The images below may support in making decisions around footwear

v Mary Jane v" Lace Up Leather Formal Shoe
v Loafer v" Slip On Leather Formal Shoe
v"  Ballet Pump v"  Leather Brogues
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X Black Trainers X Leather Boots
X Open Toe Shoes X Suede Shoes

Jewellery

® One pair of stud type earrings is permitted. Ear studs may be worn but not rings or other
styles. ‘Stretcher’ style earrings, spikes and flesh tunnels are not permitted.

e One necklace, to be worn underneath a shirt or blouse, and not to be visible.

e One ‘band’ type ring and/or a wristwatch.

o No facial jewellery - No piercing of eyebrow, lip, nose, tongue, chin, etc. No facial jewellery
of any type is permissible.

e No magnetic jewellery of any type is permitted.

o No other jewellery or tattoos are permissible.

Hair and make up

Hair colour should be either natural or dyed one natural colour. ‘Dip-dyed’ or Ombre hair is not
permitted.

Make-up should look natural and with no extremes.

Nail varnish should be a natural colour. False nails are not permitted.
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Ready To Learn support

The Ready To Learn room is open from 8.30am to 9.00am every school day. It is located in the
administration corridor and is available for any student who needs to borrow uniform or equipment
for the day. Students are required to leave a deposit, such as a mobile phone, bank card or other
appropriate personal item as a returnable deposit. Student deposits are locked safely in the room for
the day, and are returned at the end of the day once items are returned in good condition.

Additional notes

No single Uniform Policy can guarantee to cover every possible eventuality, and MCS reserves the
right to use professional judgement to determine what is or is not appropriate uniform.

Refusal to meet uniform expectations or refusal to accept the support of Ready To Learn will be
treated under the Behaviour Policy as refusal to follow the direction of the School, and sanctions will
be applied at the discretion of the School. A student who refuses to wear the correct uniform is likely
to be placed in the Reset Room in the first instance whilst further decisions are made.

Any medical exceptions require a letter from the hospital or G.P. before any exemptions are made.
The Form Tutor or Wellbeing Team should be contacted to discuss any concerns.

This Policy complies with all aspects of relevant statutory guidance.
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