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So what do | need from my education today?

A | need to broaden my knowledge and understanding of areas
of interest.

A | need to be able to pursue my passions and interests.

A | need to have a broad range of skills including literacy,
numeracy and digital competence.

A | need to have some understanding of the world of work.

A | need to know about my local communlty and the changlng
world around me.

A | need to become more independent.
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Curriculum Reform in Wales L

Llywodraeth Cymru s
Welsh Government CATIONS

Wave 1 Wave 2
« GCSE Art and Design GCSE Dance
» GCSE Business GCSE Design and Technology

GCSE Digital Media and Film

GCSE Digital Technology

GCSE Health and Social Care, and Childcare
GCSE History

GCSE Integrated Science (Single Award)
GCSE Physical Education and Health

GCSE Social Studies

GCSE The Sciences (Double Award)

Level 2 Award in Additional Mathematics***

« GCSE Computer Science

» GCSE Core Cymraeg

« GCSE Cymraeg Language and Literature (Single and Double Award*)
*» GCSE Drama

« GCSE English Language and Literature (Single and Double Award*)

» GCSE Food and Nutrition

« GCSE French

»« GCSE Geography

« GCSE German

« GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy (Double Award)**

» GCSE Music _
* gggg gehgn_oﬁs Studies From September 20286, existing GCSEs in biology, chemistry and
* panis physics will also be available alongside the new double and single

» Level2 Award in Additional Core Cymraeg award options for at least three years. You can read more about

this decision here.

SEPT 2024 SEPT 2025 AUG 2027 SEPT 2025 SEPT 2026 AUG 2028
FINAL FIRST FIRST FINAL FIRST FIRST
SPECIFICATIONS TEACHING AWARDING OF SPECIFICATIONS TEACHING AWARDING OF

PUBLISHED QUALIFICATION PUBLISHED QUALIFICATION



Key Stage 4 Curriculum Core Subjects

Core

Double English Language and Literature
Double Mathematics and Numeracy
Double Science

Skills Challenge Certificate
(Welsh Baccalaureate) or Triple Science

Wellbeing
Physical Education

Welsh

9O Lessons
9O Lessons

9O Lessons

3 Lessons

2 Lessons
3 Lessons

5 Lessons




KS4 Curriculum at MCS

Here, at Monmouth Comprehensive, we believe in offering a wide range of options. Details of all our subjects are given further in
our Options booklet. Students have some choice of how they study as well as what they study. Some subjects are more
i a p p lorimerd gractical than others, and are assessed in a different way from more traditional exams.

LEARNING CORE
40 Lessons

There are no choices to be made here

English Language and Literature

Maths and Numeracy

Double Science

PE

Welsh

Wellbeing

WBQ Skills Challenge Certificate or Triple Science

8 GCSEs/Entry Levels

WMNOTWWOO O

lessons
lessons
lessons
lessons
lessons
lessons
lessons

)=

OPTION A OPTION B OPTION C OPTION D
5 Lessons + 5 Lessons + 5 Lessons 5 Lessons

One subject chosen from each column on the Option Choice Sheet.

Students should see this as an opportunity to follow their particular interests and
aptitudes and to keep their options open for future Post-16 pathways.

Every effort will be made to arrange the subjects into columns that give the greatest
number of sensible combinations. Year 9 students are asked to indicate their possible
choices to aid in the construction of option columns. This is called ‘Free Choice'.
However, it may not be possible to set up a teaching group for a subject in a particular
column if too few students choose it. Conversely, numbers may have to be restricted
for safety or resource reasons if there is a large demand for a certain subject. Students
will be added to option groups as their option forms are submitted to the school
reception; all students are therefore asked to submit a reserve choice. In the very small
number of cases where we have to use these, we will notify you so that there can be
further discussion, if required.

4 GCSEs / Level1/2 First Awards




Key Stage 4 GCSE Option subjects (choose 4)

m v O 60

Art and Design

German

Built Environment

Health and Social
Care

Business

History

Computer Science

Digital Technology

Music

Design Technology:

Product Design

Art and Design
(Photography)

Design Technology:

Fashion & Textiles

Physical Education

Drama

Psychology

French

Religious Studies

Geography

Spanish

4
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Key Stage 4 Vocational Option subjects (chooese 4) 'l‘,.‘

N Level 1/2 Award in Level 1/2 Award in

\I Engineering Sport & Coaching
principles

q) Level 1/2 Award in Level 1/2 Award in

q>) Public Services Hospitality and Catering



Can | mix types of qualifications? v

A You can study a large number of GCSEs.
A You can choose only GCSEs if you wish.

A You can combine GCSEs with a Level 1 or 2 vocational
gualification.



KS4 Courses- Grades and Levels awarded
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Level 2

Level 1
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Vocatenal

Distinction
Merit
Pass (L2)

Pass (L1)




How to choose

How to choose your pathways for next year?

Think about three things:

A What subjects do enjoy?
A What job or course might want to follow?
A What type of works for you?

How not to choose your pathways for next year?

A What your friends are choosing
A What teachers you like.



Year 9 Options Course e-booklet is available via gz
the MCS website and QR code:

A Google Form link to complete the Free Choice
Survey will be emailed to parents on Thursday 20
November.

Option Block Paper Form for firm choices
published Monday 19 January. —_—




,«& Exemplar Option Block Survey (note-not the real onel!)

¥ A B 0 D
Science/Social Health and Social Care
Sciences Psychology Psychology
Spanish French Spanish French
Languages |German German
Spanish
Sport & Coaching Principles Public Services Engineering Sport & Coaching Principles
Level 1 & Level 2
Awards
Built Environment Food & Nutrition Built Environment Computer Science
Digital Technology Physical Education Food & Nutrition Physical Education
Technical /Applied |Physical Education Product Design Physical Education
Fashion & Textiles
tive/E 5 rama Art Art Art
o / .S Fusic Drama Music
Arts
Business Studies History Business Studies Business Studies
Geography Geography History History
Humanities Religious Studies Religious Studies Religious Studies
Select one Option
from each column ”eaétﬁ &

Sport Frenes; Pe. Social @aye

Every effort has been made to arrange the subjects into columns that give the greatest number of sensible combinations. In December Year 9 students were asked to indicate
their possible choices to aid in the construction of these columns. However, it may not be possible to set up a teaching group for a subject in a particular column if too few
students choose it. Conversely, numbers may have to be restricted for safety or resource reasons if there is a large demand for a certain subject. Students will be added to

option groups as forms are submitted to the school reception; all students are therefore asked to submit, with a reserve choice, when ready. In the very small number of
cases where we may have to use this reserve choice, we will notify you so that there can be further discussion, if required.

Drama

James

P I s s e B B G s RS s i esisais Form.......c.coouu.

Technology
Signature of head of DT required if
you intend to study more than one

technology subject
[Srnetre
5
Computing
Signature of head of computing

required if you intend to study more

than one comguti@ subg'
Qnature

=)

Physical Education

Conversation with your P.E. teacher if

Date Received

Office Use Only

Parent(s)/Guardian(s)
Signature



Are my choices set In stone?

No! However é.

The Free Choice Survey is used to design the curriculum
model for next year.

We cannot guarantee that all subjects will run or all
combinations of subjects will be possible.

There will be an opportunity to change course at Option
Block Survey time and we will do our best to accommodate
where possible.



Help and advice

MCS Year 9 GCSE Options e-booklet is your essential
online guide to help you make an informed choice!
Monmouth Comprehensive School - KS4 Pathways or
scan QR code.

Your subject teachers.

Your Form Tutor and Head of Year.
Your parents.

Careers Wales (www.careerswales.com)

To To Io I



https://www.monmouthcomprehensive.org.uk/page/?title=KS4+Pathways&pid=13
http://www.careerswales.com/

Help and advice

. I Gyrfa Cymru
Careers Wales

Careers Wales

You don't always have to take a certain subject to get into a particular career - but there are exceptions you need to be aware of.

If you're considering a career in languages or related to art and design, you will most likely need to have those GCSEs to progress. But

subjects such as business or psychology, can often be started at A level (or equivalent) and even at degree level.

Maths and English GCSEs are asked for by all universities and the majority of employers, but all your GCSEs give you the best foundation for

education, training and employment.

Careers Wales website have an A- Z on career ideas and information on GCSEs you would need for certain jobs.



Non-core course choices

Soclal Sciences

Health and Social Care GCSE
Psychology GCSE
Business GCSE



GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES

Year 10 Year 11

Unit 1: Introduction to the Unit 3: Business Strategies
Business World for Success
Written examination: 1 hour | Written examination: 1 hour
15 minutes 15 minutes
30% of qualification 30% of qualification

Unit 2: Key Business
Considerations
Non-examination
assessment: 5 hours 15%
of qualification

Unit 4: Business Creation
Non-examination
assessment: 8 hours
25% of qualification

Key themes include: Business and Society, Entrepreneurship,
Business Ethics, Innovation, Economics, Opportunities &
Challenges




HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

Unit 1: Health and Social
Care, and Childcare in
Wales in the 21st Century
Written examination: 1
hour 30 minutes
40% of qualification

Unit 2: Adult Health and
Social Care Non-
examination assessment:
12 hours 30% of
qualification

Unit 2: Adult Health and
Social Care Non-
examination assessment:
12 hours 30% of
qualification

Unit 3: Childcare Non-
examination assessment:
12 hours 30% of
qualification

Key themes include: Life Cycle, Growth & Development,
Health and Wellbeing, Legislation, Needs and Illness
across the Lifespan




PSYCHOLOGY

Year 10 Year 11

Paper 1: Studies and

P 2: Studi d
Applications in Psychology e el

Applications in Psychology

e Criminal Psychology

¢ Developmental ¢ Social Influence
Psychology e Memory

e Psychological  Sleep and Dreaming
Problems e Research Methods

e Research Methods

IMPORTANT POINT: This is an English GCSE so both
papers are sat in Year 11, graded 1- 9




Non-core course choices

Technology

GCSE
COMPUTER SCIENCE
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
BUILT ENVIRONMENT

FASHION AND TEXTILES
PRODUCT DESIGN

L1/2 VOCATIONAL

ENGINEERING

HOSPITALITY AND
CATERING



Future of Jobs Report 2025 VZ/G”R LD
& . ECONOMIC
Trends in Al, robotics and FORUM

energy technologies are most likely
to drive business transformation

Share of employers expecting the technology to transform their organization

58%

Robots and
autonomous
systems

41%

Energy generation,
storage and

distribution
86%

Al and information
processing technologies
(big data, VR, AR etc.)

30%

New materials
and composites

1%
Biotechnology
and gene
technologies

9%
Satellites
and space
technologies

Semiconductors

12% and computing
Quantum technologies
i3
and ‘
encryption | Sensing, laser

and optical
technologies

Source: World Economic Forum. (2025). Future of Jobs Report 2025




Why choose a Computing discipline?

Computersare everywhereand Computingis part of everythingwe do Considera world
without computersyou will beginto understandwhy developing your knowledge of the
world of computinghas becomesucha criticalsuccesdactorin modernlife.

A hugerangeof pathwaysandemploymentpportunitiesxist in the world of computingand
digital technologiesbut i tedually true that computersare transformingjust about every
aspectof t o d awprlils Whether you chooseto specialisein computing, or use your
computingknowledge to improve your performancein other areas, choosingto improve
your computingskills will neverbe a bad decision

Computingenablesyou to developyour logical and problemsolving skills
Computingoffers greatopportunity for creativity and innovation
Computingskills are highly transferableand soughtafter



Growing Demand For Digital Skills

Home
» Education » Computing and digital literacy can help young people secure more opportunities

FUTURE OF EDTECH 2024

Computing and digital literacy can help
young people secure more opportunities |

Recruiting for tomotrow’ technology workforce: the current
state of UK tech talent

Bridging the UK Skills Gap in the Tech Sector

August 22, 2024, 11:58 am

[ I X e e B
MANAGEMENT

FUTURE LONDON ? SKILLS

Current and future demand for digital
skills -a callto action

Two pieces of research examining current demand for digital
skills in the UK job market, and looking at the digital skills
needed to succeed now and in the next 10 years

Published 13 June 2019
From: Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport

Documents

No longer optional: employer demand for
digital skills
PDF,

DF, 2.3MB, 108 pages

nobmilh o

Demand for digital skills is greater than ever:
Here’s how employers and staff must adapt

A shortage of workers with expertise has created a digital skills deficit. This is what needs to

be done

Shortage of tech skills and 600,000 job vacancies costing
UK economy £63 billion a year

ki « HR. News Technoloat



Opportunities in Computing

Examplesof Computingcareers

A WebDevelopment

A SoftwareDeveloper

A ProjectManagement

A Cybersecurity

A Gamesand interactivesystems

A Systemsanalysis

A Artificial Intelligence

A Financialand securitysystems

A Robotics Internetof Things

A Socialmedia platformsand marketing
é plus so many more




Computer Science GCSE

Whatwill you study?

Unit 1: UnderstandingComputerScience
This unit helps you to build your understanding of practical aspects of computing such
as hardware, software, systems, networks and communication, whilst developing
your ability to plan, manage and deliver computdnased solutions for everyday
needs and problems.

Unit 2: ComputerProgramming

This unit gives you the opportunity to develop your programming skills, before using
them to create a solution to a reavorld problem.

How will you be assessed?

Unit 1. Understanding Computer Science

Assessed by a 1 hour 30 minutes escreen examination
Unit 2: Computer Programming

Assessed by a 2 hour oiscreen examination based on a pneleased brief
Each unit has an equal 50% weighting of the overall qualification




Digital Technology GCSE

Unit 1: The Digital World
This unit helps you to build your understanding of Digital Technology systems and their
role and value i n todaydos worl d

Unit 2: Digital Practices
In this unit you will develop your skills in a range of digital applications to create a
solution to a realworld problem

Unit 3: Communicating In The Digital World
In this unit you will develop knowledge and skills in social media and online marketing
and create digital assets and communications

How will you be assessed?
Unit 1. The Digital World
Assessed by a 1 hour 30 minutes escreen examination 40% of qualification
Unit 2: Digital Practices
Assessed by Non Examined Assessment 40% of qualification
Unit 3: Communicating In The Digital World
Assessed by Non Examined Assessment 20% of qualification




GCSE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

This qualification allows learners to develop the practical skills
i nvol ved in differerycle.st ages

It encourages them to investigate their own built environment
and understand the impact it has on the economy, society, cultt
and the natural environment.

This course is a good starting point towards a career in the
construction and built environment sector, whether in trade
based, professional or managerial roles, or by learners who wa
to increase their understanding of the built environment more
generally.

HOW WILL | BE ASSESSED?

A Unit 1 35% Online Exam
A Unit 2 40% Non Examination Assessment.
A Unit 3 25% Non Examination Assessment.




W - ﬁT WILL STUDENTS ATheories, ideas and concepts related to the built
LERRN? environment

AThe different stageswithin the life cycle of the built
Environment

WHERE CRN IT LEED‘? AHowdifferenttradesand servicegelateto eachother.

Combined with apprenticeships, further or higher

Trades
A Plasterer
A Carpenter
A Bricklayer
A Electrician
A Plumber
A Gas fitter
A Mason
A Painter
A Roofer

education: AAn appreciationof the built environment,ncluding its
design,creation,useand maintenanceand its role in

A Sustainable Building ~ heir daily lives

Design

A Building Surveying ASkillsin planning projects
A Architecture APractical skills in designingor constructingelements

A Real Estate ManagemeRknowledgeand understandingof the tools, materials
A Construction Managemeatd processessedin designingconstructingyaluing
A Facilities Management and using the built environment,including how they
A Land Surveying changeovertime.

A Quantity Surveying

A Project Management



o FL]/ L2 ENGINEERING

This qualificatigives good base knowledge into

the world of Engineering.

The course is largely theory based and gives you ar
opportunity to understand materials, manufacturing
processes and why they are used. It allows you to
develop your understanding of how engineered
products work.

WHAT WILL STUDENTS LEARN?

A Essential knowledge relating to many aspects of engineering and technological develo

A Safe practices within the engineering workplace where students explore suitable PPE «

that they can work safely and effectively in a workshop. &
A Research and test the properties of materials commonly used in the worlc ?E er

A Investigate and focus on the analysis of an engineered product. Disassembly of existir
the investigation.



WHERE CAN IT LEAD?

A This course can lead to BTEC L3 Engineering (Maths and [
| essential for this)

A Apprenticeships, Further and higher Education.
. ) structural Engineering

) Transportation Engineering

2 Environmental Engineering

Aerospace Engineering

Marine Engineering

Automotive Engineering

IT Engineering HOW WIiLL | BE
Network Engineering ASSESSED?
And More |

A Unit1 25% Online Exam
A Unit 2 25% Non Examination Ass
A Unit 3 25% Non Examination Ass
A Unit 5 25% Non Examination Ass



GCSE GCSE
FASHION AND TEXTILES PRODUCT DESIGN

These subjectallow individuals to express their creativity and come up with
innovative solutions to realworld problems.

The courses are made up of mini practical projects in YR10 and Studs
are encouraged to experiment with a range of materials and techniq & CREATE

Sketchbook work, discussions, research and exploration are all part .@ INNOVATE
the learning process. —



FASHION AND TEXTILES
YR11 WORK

The skills learnt in

| YR10 are then use
¥ design and create
product of their chc
to solve problems ¢
highlight problems
raise awarenes

YR10 work

Builds a range of ~
practical skills with
the theory contents . FUt
to develop N S
Confidence, L el 18 5




FASHION AND TEXTILES GCSE
WHERE CAN IT LEAD?

Combined with further or higher educa

HOW WILL | BE ASSESSED?

A 30% Exam
A 70% Non Examination Assessme

Personal stylist
Fashion designer
Costume designer

What will STUDENTS LEARN?  interior designer

A Wider influences on design, including modern, historical, Print designer
social/cultural, environmental and economic factors.

A Practical skills including construction and decorative
techniques including the theory behind the

A Smart and modern materials. Electronic ” &
A The lterative Design Process. = e Fabric designer

A CAD CAM. Theatre design

A Fabrics and Fibres. Fashion promotion
A Concept sketches and contract designs; final collection itlkasagement in retail

The | ist is e

Buyer for retail stores
Textile Journalist
Garment technologist




PRODUCT DESIGN

YR10 work

Laser Cutter

Computer Aided Manufacturing




HOW WILL | BE ASSESSED?

R 30% Exam Combined with further or higher educati

A 70% Non Examination Assessment.
Industrial design ¥
What will STUDENTS LEARN? Product design

A The Iterative Design Process. Furniture design
A Knowledge of materials & their properties. Testing of . :
materials and manufacturing methods. Interior designer
A How products are made commercially and in a workshopngineering jobs¢
Practicakutting, shaping and joining different materials  ggt Design
by using a range of equipment, tools and machinery when :
designing and making a product. Journalist
A Environmental & Sustainability iSSig . Trades .
A Smart and Modern technologieé\‘\ e Automotive design
A CAD CAM. o P Graphic design
A Developing graphic skills when de. o-d

The | ist is er



Ll/L2 ENGINEERING

This qualificatigives good base knowledge into the world of Er
The course is largely theory based and gives you an opportun
understand materials, manufacturing processes and why they
allows you to develop your understanding of how engineered |

WHAT WILL STUDENTS LEARN?

A Essential knowledge relating to many aspects of engineering and technological develo

A Safe practices within the engineering workplace where students explore suitable PPE «

that they can work safely and effectively in a workshop. &
A Research and test the properties of materials commonly used in the worlc ?E er

A Investigate and focus on the analysis of an engineered product. Disassembly of existir
the investigation.



Hospltallty and Catering L1/2

A Unit 1 40% Online Exam

A Unit 2 60% Practical Exam
supported with Non
Examined Assessment

This course is designed to develop your practical
cooking skills, as well as to give you an understanding
of how the Hospitality and Catering industry works.

There is a strong emphasis on gaining the required
knowledge via practical work so it is ideal for someone
who prefers to |l earn nby d

WHAT WILL STUDENTS LEARN?

A range of hospitality and catering providers; how they work and how
they can be successful.

Issues related to healthy and safety, food safety, laws and
legislations.

Nutrition and dietary requirements for individual needs.

Develop food preparation, cooking skills, presentation skills, plating
and serving.

Transferable skills of problem solving, organisation and time
management, planning and communication.



Career paths

Nutrition

WHERE CAN IT LEAFD@smnaI Cookery

Education -y ,..
A\

Food Safety

Food Science

Catering




Non-core course choices

Humanities

Geography GCSE
History GCSE
Religious Studies GCSE

| ] |

B 1thé skills and experiences
conferred by studying a humanities
subject can transform their
working life, their life as a whole,

X K2g G2 KAy
NE&aSkNOK STTS
deepens your
understanding of the
world: vital skills in our

and the world around them time of disinformation
Professor Dan Grimley, Head of cults and Al.
Humanities at Oxford University, Francesca Simon, author pf

2023 Wl 2 NNJA ROct 2835|N




n70% of al l UK adults agree that
geography to prepare them with the skills and knowledge

needed to work in Agreen |jobso.
Unit 1 ¢ Our Physical and i Unit 3¢ Dynamicand AR

Human World Unit 2¢ Fieldwork Skills | piverse World Unit 4¢ Sustainable
Exam Based Assessment sat | NEA ~ Exam Based Assessmen =TS [N1=

in Year 1@; 30% of GCSE .. ‘ sat in Year 1t 30% of

Set and Marked by Set by WJEC marked

- GCSE .
Core Topics and . ,M WJEC = : in School and sent off
) Ry 25% of GCSE A , ¢ Worth 15% of GCSE

Understanding of - 3\3 Core Topics and

ng?r?gaghé c;\i/r?st}?z?\c/ers " Covering set topics ‘j:' Unge;tigdlr? Bl Sustainable Decision
9 ) \ includingg v grapny Making Exercise
Coastal Environments ! Coveringg
Flows, Settlement,

"
,’i based on a set of

t Inequalityc Development
! qualityc P resources from the

74 Weather, Climate Changey!

Migration¢ Causes, Impactg/®
and Management

Sustainability,
Mitigating Risk,

W

WJEC, requires

Settlement Change Inequality, Place and Pgelize gl LI ) submission of
Urbanisation and Global ¥ quaity, ol Global ChaIIenges Vs :
Cltles o Space, Change over ) independent research

s | Time. ﬂh’ ‘ &’M' ‘? to support the task.
L v f AN N A
L ipm ) ."- ol ) A ‘ ﬁ % X

e . .

Geography glves you the skills to interpret the world around you through the Iens of a

Geographer. Geography gives you the skills and aptitudes to ask questions about the
past, observe the present and predict what will happen in the future J



"

I History GCSE

The Black Death i 4 _ T Tudor Wales
an international C|t|zensh|p Empathy I Exam: 30%
tragedy. NEA: 20% " I Tolerance ' 0
)

Problem
soving I VWHY STUDY §
eer]  HISTORY ==
Z‘CUSA‘ 1 F Jobs: ""rned& 20t Century
Civil Rights Accountant Britain i moving

. 200 to modernity.
Exam: 30% Lawyer NEA: 20%

Civil Service
Project Manager
Journalist
¢ - Business Consultant

History is the study of humanity, of life. € it is
through history that we learn about ourselves é
how our everyday actions, technology, and
language originated € but most of all, we learn
how our society became what it is today.
Bettany Hughes, Historian.

Teach us our past, teach us other
peopl edbs pasts, an
more rounded, more tolerant and
more engaged human beings.

Natalie Haynes - historian




GCSE Religious Studies

What can | do with it?

Teaching Law
Nursing & Journalism &
Medicine Media

Police Social Work




