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Our changing world… 

Where do you see yourself in five or ten years’ time? 



So what do I need from my education today?

• I need to broaden my knowledge and understanding of areas 

of interest.

• I need to be able to pursue my passions and interests.

• I need to have a broad range of skills including literacy, 

numeracy and digital competence.

• I need to have some understanding of the world of work.

• I need to know about my local community and the changing 

world around me.

• I need to become more independent.



Curriculum Reform in Wales 



Core

Double English Language and Literature  9 Lessons

Double Mathematics and Numeracy  9 Lessons

Double Science       9 Lessons

Skills Challenge Certificate

(Welsh Baccalaureate)  or Triple Science  3 Lessons

Physical Education                                               3 Lessons

Welsh                                                                    5 Lessons

Key Stage 4 Curriculum Core Subjects

Wellbeing                            2 Lessons

                                                  



Here, at Monmouth Comprehensive, we believe in offering a wide range of options. Details of all our subjects are given further in 

our Options booklet. Students have some choice of how they study as well as what they study.  Some subjects are more 

“applied” or more practical than others, and are assessed in a different way from more traditional exams. 

KS4 Curriculum at MCS
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Key Stage 4 GCSE Option subjects (choose 4) 
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Key Stage 4 Vocational Option subjects (choose 4) 



• You can study a large number of  GCSEs.

• You can choose only GCSEs if you wish.

• You can combine GCSEs with a Level 1 or 2 vocational 

qualification.

Can I mix types of qualifications?
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How to choose your pathways for next year?

Think about three things:

• What subjects do you currently enjoy?

• What future job or course might you want to follow?

• What type of assessment works for you?

How to choose

How not to choose your pathways for next year?

• What your friends are choosing

• What teachers you like.



Year 9 Options Course e-booklet is available via 

the MCS website and QR code: 

A Google Form link to complete the Free Choice 

Survey will be emailed to parents on Thursday 20 

November.

Option Block Paper Form for firm choices 

published Monday 19 January. 

How do students make their choices? 
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Exemplar Option Block Survey (note-not the real one!) 



No! However…. 

The Free Choice Survey is used to design the curriculum 

model for next year. 

We cannot guarantee that all subjects will run or all 

combinations of subjects will be possible. 

There will be an opportunity to change course at Option 

Block Survey time and we will do our best to accommodate 

where possible. 

Are my choices set in stone? 



• MCS Year 9 GCSE Options e-booklet is your essential 

online guide to help you make an informed choice! 

Monmouth Comprehensive School - KS4 Pathways or 

scan QR code.

• Your subject teachers.

• Your Form Tutor and Head of Year.

• Your parents.

• Careers Wales (www.careerswales.com)

Help and advice

https://www.monmouthcomprehensive.org.uk/page/?title=KS4+Pathways&pid=13
http://www.careerswales.com/


Help and advice



Health and Social Care GCSE

Psychology GCSE

Business GCSE

Non-core course choices 

Social Sciences









GCSE

COMPUTER SCIENCE

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 

BUILT ENVIRONMENT

FASHION AND TEXTILES

PRODUCT DESIGN

L1/2 VOCATIONAL

ENGINEERING

HOSPITALITY AND 
CATERING

Non-core course choices 

Technology





Why choose a Computing discipline?

Computers are everywhere and Computing is part of everything we do Consider a world 

without computers, you will begin to understand why developing your knowledge of the 

world of computing has become such a critical success factor in modern life.

A huge range of  pathways and employment opportunities exist in the world of computing and 

digital technologies but it’s equally true that computers are transforming just about every 

aspect of today’s world. Whether you choose to specialise in computing, or use your 

computing knowledge to improve your performance in other areas, choosing to improve 

your computing skills will never be a bad decision.

 

Computing enables you to develop your logical and problem solving skills

Computing offers great opportunity for creativity and innovation

Computing skills are highly transferable and sought after

 



Growing Demand For Digital Skills



Opportunities in Computing

Examples of Computing careers

• Web Development

• Software Developer

• Project Management

• Cybersecurity

• Games and interactive systems

• Systems analysis

•  Artificial Intelligence 

• Financial and security systems 

• Robotics / Internet of Things

• Social media platforms and marketing 

 …plus so many more



Computer Science GCSE

What will you study?

 Unit 1: Understanding Computer Science

This unit helps you to build your understanding of practical aspects of computing such 

as hardware, software, systems, networks and communication, whilst developing 

your ability to plan, manage and deliver computer-based solutions for everyday 

needs and problems.

 Unit 2: Computer Programming 

This unit gives you the opportunity to develop your programming skills, before using 

them to create a solution to a real-world problem.

How will you be assessed?

Unit 1: Understanding Computer Science 

Assessed by a 1 hour 30 minutes on-screen examination

Unit 2: Computer Programming

Assessed by a 2 hour on-screen examination based on a pre-released brief

Each unit has an equal 50% weighting of the overall qualification



Digital Technology GCSE

Unit 1: The Digital World 

 This unit helps you to build your understanding of Digital Technology systems and their 

role and value in today’s world

 Unit 2: Digital Practices 

 In this unit you will develop your skills in a range of digital applications to create a 

solution to a real-world problem

 Unit 3: Communicating In The Digital World 

 In this unit you will develop knowledge and skills in social media and online marketing 

and create digital assets and communications

How will you be assessed?

 Unit 1: The Digital World 

 Assessed by a 1 hour 30 minutes on-screen examination 40% of qualification

 Unit 2: Digital Practices

 Assessed by Non Examined Assessment 40% of qualification

 Unit 3: Communicating In The Digital World

 Assessed by Non Examined Assessment 20% of qualification

 



This qualification allows learners to develop the practical skills 
involved in different stages of a building’s life-cycle. 

It encourages them to investigate their own built environment 
and understand the impact it has on the economy, society, culture 
and the natural environment.

 This course is a good starting point towards a career in the 
construction and built environment sector, whether in trade-
based, professional or managerial roles, or by learners who want 
to increase their understanding of the built environment more 
generally.  

GCSE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

• Unit 1 35% Online Exam

• Unit 2 40% Non Examination Assessment. 

• Unit 3 25% Non Examination Assessment.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?



Combined with  apprenticeships, further or higher 
education:

Trades

•  Plasterer

• Carpenter

• Bricklayer

• Electrician

• Plumber

• Gas fitter

• Mason

• Painter

• Roofer

• Sustainable Building 

Design

• Building Surveying

• Architecture

• Real Estate Management

• Construction Management

• Facilities Management

• Land Surveying

• Quantity Surveying

• Project Management

• Theories, ideas and concepts related to the built 
environment.

• The different stages within the life cycle of the built 
Environment.

• How different trades and services relate to each other. 

• An appreciation of the built environment, including its 
design, creation, use and  maintenance, and its role in 
their daily lives.

• Skills in planning projects.

• Practical skills in designing or constructing elements.

• Knowledge and understanding of the tools, materials 
and processes used in designing, constructing, valuing 
and using the built environment, including how they 
change over time.          

WHAT WILL STUDENTS
LEARN?

WHERE CAN IT LEAD?



This qualification gives good base knowledge into 

the world of Engineering.

The course is largely theory based and gives you an 

opportunity to understand materials, manufacturing 

processes and why they are used. It allows you to 

develop your understanding of how engineered 

products work.

• Essential knowledge relating to many aspects of engineering and technological developments.  

• Safe practices within the engineering workplace where students explore suitable PPE etc and have to prove 

that they can work safely and effectively in a workshop.

• Research and test the properties of materials commonly used in the world of Engineering.

• Investigate and focus on the analysis of an engineered product. Disassembly of existing products within 

the investigation.

L1/L2 ENGINEERING 

WHAT WILL STUDENTS LEARN?



• This course can lead to BTEC L3 Engineering (Maths and physics is also 

essential for this)

• Apprenticeships, Further and higher Education.

WHERE CAN IT LEAD?

• Unit 1 25% Online Exam

• Unit 2 25% Non Examination Assessment. 

• Unit 3 25% Non Examination Assessment.

• Unit 5 25% Non Examination Assessment.

HOW WILL I BE 
ASSESSED?



These subjects allow individuals to express their creativity and come up with 

innovative solutions to real-world problems.

The courses are made up of mini practical projects in YR10 and Students

are encouraged to experiment with a range of materials and techniques.

Sketchbook work, discussions, research and exploration are all part of 

the learning process.

GCSE
FASHION AND TEXTILES

GCSE
PRODUCT DESIGN



YR10 work

Builds a range of 

practical skills with 

the theory contents 

to develop 

Confidence, 

knowledge.

YR11 WORK

The skills learnt in 

YR10 are then used to 

design and create a 

product of their choice 

to solve problems or 

highlight problems to 

raise awareness.

FASHION AND TEXTILES



What will STUDENTS LEARN?

Combined with further or higher education:

Personal stylist

Fashion designer

Costume designer

Interior designer

Print designer

Buyer for retail stores

Textile Journalist

Garment technologist

Fabric designer

Theatre design

Fashion promotion

Management in retail

The list is endless…..

• Wider influences on design, including modern, historical, 

social/cultural, environmental and economic factors.

• Practical skills including construction and decorative 

techniques including the theory behind them.

• Smart and modern materials. Electronic Textiles.

• The Iterative Design Process.

• CAD CAM.

• Fabrics and Fibres.

• Concept sketches and contract designs; final collection ideas.

FASHION AND TEXTILES GCSE

WHERE CAN IT LEAD?

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

• 30% Exam

• 70% Non Examination Assessment. 



YR10 work
YR11 WORK

Laser Cutter

PRODUCT DESIGN



What will STUDENTS LEARN?

Combined with further or higher education:

Industrial design

Product design

Furniture design

Interior designer

Engineering jobs

Set Design

Journalist

Trades

Automotive design

Graphic design

The list is endless…..

• The Iterative Design Process.

• Knowledge of materials & their properties. Testing of 

materials and manufacturing methods.

• How products are made commercially and in a workshop. 

Practical - cutting, shaping and joining different materials 

by using a range of equipment, tools and machinery when 

designing and making a product.

• Environmental & Sustainability issues.

• Smart and Modern technologies.

• CAD CAM.

•   Developing graphic skills when designing.

PRODUCT DESIGN GCSE

WHERE CAN IT LEAD?

• 30% Exam

• 70% Non Examination Assessment. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?



This qualification gives good base knowledge into the world of Engineering.

The course is largely theory based and gives you an opportunity to 

understand materials, manufacturing processes and why they are used. It 

allows you to develop your understanding of how engineered products work.

• Essential knowledge relating to many aspects of engineering and technological developments.  

• Safe practices within the engineering workplace where students explore suitable PPE etc and have to prove 

that they can work safely and effectively in a workshop.

• Research and test the properties of materials commonly used in the world of Engineering.

• Investigate and focus on the analysis of an engineered product. Disassembly of existing products within 

the investigation.

L1/L2 ENGINEERING 

WHAT WILL STUDENTS LEARN?



This course is designed to develop your practical 

cooking skills, as well as to give you an understanding 

of how the Hospitality and Catering industry works.

There is a strong emphasis on gaining the required 

knowledge via practical work so it is ideal for someone 

who prefers to learn “by doing”. 

Hospitality and Catering L1/2

WHAT WILL STUDENTS LEARN?

▪ A range of hospitality and catering providers; how they work and how 
they can be successful. 

▪ Issues related to healthy and safety, food safety, laws and 
legislations.

▪ Nutrition and dietary requirements for individual needs.

▪ Develop food preparation, cooking skills, presentation skills, plating 
and serving.

▪ Transferable skills of problem solving, organisation and time 
management, planning and communication. 

• Unit 1 40% Online Exam

• Unit 2 60% Practical Exam 

supported with Non 

Examined Assessment



Events 

Management

Career paths 

Professional Cookery

Catering

Education

Food Safety

Nutrition

Food Science

Product Development

Environmental 

Health

WHERE CAN IT LEAD?



Geography GCSE

History GCSE

Religious Studies GCSE

Non-core course choices 

Humanities 

PAST PRESENT FUTURE

… the skills and experiences 
conferred by studying a humanities 
subject can transform their 
working life, their life as a whole, 
and the world around them.

Professor Dan Grimley, Head of 
Humanities at Oxford University, 

2023

… how to think critically, 
research effectively …  
deepens your 
understanding of the 
world: vital skills in our 
time of disinformation, 
cults and AI.
Francesca Simon, author of 

‘Horrid Henry’ – Oct 2025



GCSE Geography

Unit 1 – Our Physical and 
Human World

Exam Based Assessment sat 
in Year 10 – 30% of GCSE

Core Topics and 
Understanding of 

Geography covering –
Drainage Basins/Rivers
Coastal Environments

Migration – Causes, Impacts 
and Management

Settlement Change – 
Urbanisation and Global 

Cities.

Unit 2 – Fieldwork Skills 
NEA

Set and Marked by 
WJEC

25% of GCSE

Covering set topics 
including –

Flows, Settlement, 
Sustainability, 

Mitigating Risk, 
Inequality, Place and 
Space, Change over 

Time.

Unit 3 – Dynamic and 
Diverse World 

Exam Based Assessment 
sat in Year 11 – 30% of 

GCSE

Core Topics and 
Understanding of 

Geography 
Covering –

Inequality – Development
Weather, Climate Change, 

Physical and Human 
Global Challenges.

Unit 4 – Sustainable 
Solutions NEA

Set by WJEC marked 
in School and sent off 
– Worth 15% of GCSE

Sustainable Decision 
Making Exercise 
based on a set of 

resources from the 
WJEC, requires 
submission of 

independent research 
to support the task.

“70% of all UK adults agree that young people need to study 
geography to prepare them with the skills and knowledge 
needed to work in “green jobs”.  YouGov June 2024

Geography gives you the skills to interpret the world around you through the lens of a 

Geographer.  Geography gives you the skills and aptitudes to ask questions about  the 

past, observe the present and predict what will happen in the future ☺ 



WHY STUDY 

HISTORY 

GCSE?

History GCSE 

Citizenship

History is the study of humanity, of life. … it is 

through history that we learn about ourselves … 

how our everyday actions, technology, and 

language originated … but most of all, we learn 

how our society became what it is today.   

Bettany Hughes, Historian.

Empathy
Tolerance

Critical 

Analysis
Debate

Informed

Judgements

The Black Death – 

an international 

tragedy. NEA: 20%

Tudor Wales

Exam:  30%

20th C USA 

Civil Rights

Exam: 30%

20th Century 

Britain – moving 

to modernity. 

NEA: 20%

Finding 

the truth

Problem 

Solving

Evidence 

informed

Teach us our past, teach us other 

people’s pasts, and we will become 

more rounded, more tolerant and 

more engaged human beings. 

Natalie Haynes - historian

QUESTIONING

Jobs:

Accountant

Lawyer

Civil Service

Project Manager

Journalist

Business Consultant



GCSE Religious Studies

What can I do with it?

Teaching Law

Nursing & 

Medicine

Journalism & 

Media

Police Social Work



French GCSE

German GCSE

Spanish GCSE

Non-core course choices 

International Languages 



Literature

Politics / Social 

Issues 

Art / Music /Film / Theatre

Food / Fashion 

Geography 

History 

Sport, Health and 

Well Being

Environment  

Community

International Languages : Spanish , German  French 

Language is a tool to 
all aspects of 

learning. 

Career 

Culture 

Confidence 

Connections 

Cognition 

Identity and Values 

How will a language help you ?

Unit 1 NEA 30% Speaking

Unit 2 NEA 15% Reading & Writing 

Unit 3 EXAM 20% Listening 

Unit 4 EXAM 35% Reading & Writing



• Art and Design GCSE

• Art and Design (Photography) GCSE

• Drama GCSE

• Music GCSE

Non-core course choices 

Performing and Expressive Arts 













Non-core course choices 

Physical Education

• Physical Education GCSE 

• Sports and Coaching Principles L2 

• Public Services BTEC L2  



GCSE Physical 

Education and Health

Course Overview

Unit Assessment
Percentage 

of GCSE

Unit 1: Principles 
of Physical 
Education and 
Health

1 hour 30 minutes Digital 
Examination

40%

Unit 2: 
Performance and 
Personal Training

Perform in one sport / activity
Perform in a second sport / activity 
or coach in a sport / activity 
Written coursework - Personal 
Training Programme

60%



Sport and Coaching Principles

Course Overview

Unit Assessment
Percentage of 
qualification

Unit 1: Fitness for 
Sport

1 hour 20 minute written exam 40%

Unit 2: Improving 
Sporting Performance

Coursework 25%

Unit 3: Coaching 
Principles

Coursework (to include the 
delivery of a coaching session)

35%



Public Services BTEC L2 

Course Overview

Unit Assessment
Percentage of 
qualification

Unit 1: The Role and Work of the Public 
Services

1 hour written 
exam

25%

Unit 2: Working Skills in the Public 
Service Sector

Coursework 25%

Unit 3: Employment in the Public 
Services

Coursework 25%

Unit 5: Health, Fitness and Lifestyle for 
the Public Services

Coursework 25%



Publication of online ‘Free Choice’ Survey Form  Thursday 20th November 

Year 9 Options Assembly for students   Thursday 20th November 

Year 9 ‘Tutors at Home’ appointment   Thursday 20th November 

Non-core subject Taster Sessions.     From Monday 24 November

Deadline submit online Year 9 Free Choice Survey Friday 12th December 

Year 9 Block Choices Form Launch    Monday 19th January 

Year 9 Assembly Block Choices explained.  Tuesday 20th January 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening on School Cloud  Thursday 23rd January

The MCS Careers and Higher Education Fair  Wednesday 4th February 

Block Choice Form Submission Deadline  Friday 13th February

Key Stage 4 lessons begin    Monday 1st June

Key dates and deadlines 



Staff will be available in the school canteen 

after this presentation to answer questions. 

Questions?
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